









16th December, 2010.
Dear Parent/Guardian,

As you are aware the school experienced difficulties during the recent poor weather, particularly with the icy and dangerous conditions in the school yard.

As the weather forecast is predicting similar conditions over the coming days, we are mindful of the importance to our students of not losing more school time.  Therefore, we are proposing that, should the weather deteriorate again, students will remain in class during a shortened lunch-break, supervised by teachers.  Classes will then run through the afternoon, and conclude at 3pm.  To facilitate this arrangement, students will be required to bring in a lunch as they will not be allowed out at 1pm.  The canteen will be open during this period, serving light snacks.

 Because of the unpredictable nature of the weather it is not always possible to give adequate notice about changes to the arrangements but it is our intention, where possible, to convey the relevant information by text the day before, with corresponding information on the answering-machine.  However, as you will appreciate, conditions can sometimes deteriorate severely during the night leaving a completely different picture in the morning.   While in this instance we will endeavour to send a text message as early as possible in the morning it should be noted that in some cases we have experienced time delays from when the text message is sent to when it is received.  However, I would like to assure you that in a situation where a boy arrives at the school following a decision to close, he will be supervised by school staff on the premises until such time as his parents/guardians can be contacted to make appropriate arrangements for his return home.

I am conscious of the difficulties the disruption creates for our students and families and I very much appreciate your  co-operation, understanding and tolerance in the matter.

As all students have commenced their Christmas exams by now I would like to wish them well in their endeavours.  I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a very Happy Christmas and hope for better weather in the New Year. 

Yours sincerely,

DAVID NEVILLE

(Principal)

P.S.:

A small number of students, particularly at senior level, are failing to wear their school uniform to school.  I would ask you to ensure that your son wears the proper school uniform   Hoodies and runners are specifically unacceptable and non-uniform coats will be confiscated.

(This letter will also be posted on the school website- www.colaistechoilmswords.ie)
